

BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR NON TEACHING STAFF

Northwood College is an independent day school for girls, which was founded in 1878 in Central London.  By 1893 it had moved to its present site on Maxwell Road.  Careful, planned development over the decades has ensured that the College has facilities which enable it to provide a high quality of education appropriate to modern needs.   Further development is outlined in the school’s strategic building plan over the next ten-year period.  The completion of a new Performing Arts block, comprising drama studio, recital hall, 3 music teaching rooms including an ICT suite, 10 smaller practice rooms, offices and conservatory, in October 2004, marked the beginning of this development.

Northwood College is well served by public transport being on local bus routes and a two minute walk from Northwood Underground Station (Metropolitan Line).  In addition, the College runs coach services for girls from a wide area including Harrow, Kenton, Kingsbury, Bushey, Radlett, Chorleywood, Amersham, Pinner, Gerrards Cross, Beaconsfield, Uxbridge and Ruislip. 

Northwood College provides a superb educational experience for girls aged 3-18.  There are approximately 780 girls on roll, with around 110 in the Sixth Form.   We believe that it is important for every girl to develop her individual talents – whether academic, musical, dramatic, artistic, sporting or organisational.  Every girl, from our youngest nursery pupil to our most sophisticated sixth former, is valued for her own unique contribution to the school community.

We encourage girls to recognise their own achievements and those of others.  Girls display mutual respect and understanding.  Initiative, independence, social responsibility and concern for others are highly valued.  We offer a strong system of pastoral care which ensures that every girl feels confident and secure.  The College has a warm, friendly atmosphere, and older girls take opportunities to help younger ones.  

Our curriculum is broad and well-balanced and is constantly reviewed to ensure it meets the needs of the modern world.  The girls follow a programme of study which includes the National Curriculum, but which goes beyond it.  Since September 2003, French, German, Spanish and Latin have been offered to girls in the Junior School, and in years 7 – 9 all girls will study two modern foreign languages and Latin.  Girls take 9 or 10 subjects at GCSE, and 4 or 5 AS level subjects continuing to 3 or 4 at A2 level.  Girls leave the Upper Sixth to pursue courses offered in universities and other higher education institutions.  Our examination record speaks for itself. 

Our “Thinking Skills” initiative, launched in September 2004 under the dynamic leadership of the Director of the Advanced Cognitive Development Programme challenges us all to consider the way we teach so that we enable our girls to be able to think critically and creatively, and thus help to prepare them for the rigours of the future.  

We aim to prepare girls to achieve a fulfilling role in their future lives in other ways too.  Extra-curricular opportunities are many and varied.  They include, orchestras, chamber groups, choirs, sporting teams (hockey, netball, swimming, tennis, rounders) and clubs (e.g. trampoline, judo, table-tennis, badminton, multi-games etc), ballet, chess, drama, bridge, debating, Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme, Christian Union, Jewish Society, Asian Cultural Society and the Sixth Form Society.  We have links with neighbouring schools and the local community.  Girls join with boys from Merchant Taylors’ School, the John Lyon School and Harrow School to work on, for example dramatic productions.  Girls participate in support programmes such as Northwood Live at Home Scheme.  They help in local primary schools and homes for the elderly.  

Northwood College is a selective school.  We are looking for girls who are keen to learn and to take up the many extra-curricular opportunities available here.  Entry is at 3+, 4+, 7+, 11+ and 16+.  Occasionally there are vacancies in other year groups.  At 11+ entry is organised according to the rules of the North London Independent Girls’ Schools Consortium.

The College is divided into the Junior Department which includes the Nursery (Redington), the Pre-Prep, Vincent House, (Years Reception, 1 and 2), the Junior School (Years 3 - 6 inclusive), and the Senior School for girls aged 11 – 18 (Years 7 – 13 inclusive).

Northwood College is a flourishing community, which provides girls with the highest standards of teaching and learning.  It offers all girls the opportunity to develop their individual interests and talents in a warm and caring environment.  Girls gain a rich and diverse experience at Northwood College; this enables them to value themselves and appreciate the worth of others.  When they leave Northwood College, girls are confident young women, well able to take their places in the world.  

More information is available on our website: www.northwoodcollege.co.uk

discover  >  learn  >  succeed


