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At home and abroad Northwood girls get the year 
off to a flying start!

World Book Week

A literary success!

School Birthday

Happy Birthday to us

True Colours

Bringing canvas to life

Far and Wide

From Windsor to Berlin

Sports Leaders...
Year 10 Sports Leaders have
been working hard towards
securing their award this term 
by taking on the responsibility 
of organising multi-skills
activities for the Junior School. 

Students from Year 2 up to Year 6 have
thoroughly enjoyed their sessions with
a host of challenging and fun activities
for them to participate in. 

The Year 10 girls have demonstrated
excellent preparation and management
skills that will prepare them for a host
of opportunities in the future, both
within sport and school.

The Physical Education Department look
forward to the coming term and the
great results that we believe the girls
can achieve for themselves and
Northwood College.

great work girls!

Netball, Swimming, Gymnastics, Dance and Multi-games are
just some of the sports and activities that have been part of
the Physical Education programme this term. Students and
teachers alike have been working hard to deliver high quality
performances within classes and as part of our extra-curricular
sports programme and the results have been promising.

This term has seen wins in swimming competitions for the Year 6, 8 and 
10 teams, where they exhibited true determination and finesse against
Heathfield School. The girls produced a stunning victory of 33-30 points.

Wins have also been recorded in Netball thanks to the dedication and gusto
that all teams from Years 5 to 11 have demonstrated towards their training.
The Year 9 team continued to deliver quality performances after their second
place at the District Tournament last term, with wins against St Helen’s and a
stunning 30-2 win against Haydon. 

Other victories recorded were for Year 8
against Stockley (6-0), Year 10 versus
Harefield Academy (10-2) and Year 6 versus
PNEU (13-0). A strong resolve within the
Year 7 teams has seen draws to
Queensmead and Haydon, as well as placing
them third in their pool at the District
Tournament after wins against Stockley (4-0)
and Vyners (2-0). The Year 5 team continues
to develop well with close losses to
PNEU and Godstowe.

We are now looking ahead to 
the Summer Term, where Year 
8 and 10 will compete in the
Aegon Team Tennis Middlesex
competition. 

This is an event that sees the four 
best tennis players in each year 
compete to go through to the 
National competition finals. 
We wish the girls competing the 
very best of luck.

Tennis Competition

14

Sport

SportsUpdate...
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Introduction from The Head Mistress Northwood News  I Spring 2011Senior School News

I am delighted to send you our new, re-designed termly newsletter which
reports on all the wonderful activities and achievements of both our Junior
and Senior girls over the past term. We have tried to make it more visual
and colourful and have split it into sections for easy reading.

Dear Parents and 

Friends of Northwood College...

Miss Natasha Shirman  
Head of English 
Miss Shirman joins us from the
Sir William Ramsay School in
High Wycombe, where she had
been Second in English for the
past four years. She has a
degree in English Literature from
Brunel University and she gained
her PGCE at the University of
Hertfordshire. 
In her spare time she enjoys
playing the piano and has a
passion for reading.

Miss Caroline Hinchliffe 
Head of Science
Miss Hinchliffe joins us from 
the Westonbirt School, an
independent day school for senior
girls in Tetbury, Gloucestershire,
where she had been Head of
Science for nine years. She has
also taught Science (Chemistry) in
many other schools during her
career, including a school in
Nepal, where she was the Head
of Science for seven years. 
She has a BSc in Biochemistry
from Bristol University and an MA
in Education.

Mrs Emma Cullen 
Second in PE
Originally from Australia, Miss
Cullen joins our PE department
with experience of teaching
Physical Education at a number
of schools both in the UK and
Australia. She has a degree in
Physical Health Education and
loves all sports, although her
specialism is Netball. She is
already enjoying coaching our
Netball teams and wants to
encourage all the girls to enjoy
sport as much they can.

Mrs Liz Annetts 
School Librarian
Our new Librarian, Mrs Annetts
has been a Librarian for the past
thirty years mainly in educational
establishments, including
universities and FE Colleges, as
well as in public libraries, so she
certainly knows her books!
Outside of work, she enjoys long-
distance running and regularly
competes in competitive races
and marathons. She will be
running in the London Marathon
this year for the fifth time – 
quite an achievement.

There were 14 finalists for the World Book Day quiz held in the library.  
The girls had to answer 25 questions on a variety of books, their authors, 
and their characters.  The questions were very difficult this year, but this 
did not deter Jenny Spencer, 8G who was once again crowned World 
Book Day Champion. Will she manage to hold on to her crown in 2012?

On World Book Night, Mrs Norris was one of 20,000 who 
received 48 copies of one of her favourite books to give 
away.  In her ‘application’, she had to select a title then 
explain why she had chosen that particular book and who 
she will be distributing the copies to. The title Mrs Norris 
selected was ‘One Day’. The book give-away comprised 
of 40,000 copies of each of the 25 carefully selected titles, 
and were given away by 20,000 ‘givers’, who each 
distributed 48 copies of their chosen title to whomever 
they chose on World Book Night. The remaining books 
will be distributed to places that might otherwise be 
difficult to reach, such as prisons and hospitals. 

World Book Week...
We enjoyed another successful Book
Week in March. Our visiting author,
Patrick Ness, gave an entertaining and
energetic talk to Years 8 and 9. 

He talked about his background, 
where he finds his ideas for writing
and how he is a keen marathon 
runner as well! He involved the girls 
in his talk, using examples from their
lives to illustrate how you can glean
ideas from everywhere.

The girls were really interested and
had a lot of questions for him at the
end of his talk – the only one he
wouldn’t answer was ‘how much 
do you earn’? Book Day Champ - Jenny Spencer

Welcome to our new staff...
We would like to extend a warm welcome 
to the following staff who joined 
the College in the Spring Term.

2 3

In terms of communications, we are also in the process of developing a new
website for the school which we hope to launch in the next few months. 

It is an exciting development as the new website is aimed as much at our
current parents, as it is at prospective parents and will include regular news
stories, the school calendar, sports fixtures, events, a virtual tour and much 

more. As the new website will be much easier for us to update on a daily 
basis, we hope that in the future it will become the main channel of 

communication for our parents, staff and girls.

Looking forward to the Summer term, we have lots of events coming 
up, including our Dragons’ Den final, Sports Days, the Junior School 
and Lower School productions and our Summer Concert. 

Please also keep Saturday 18 June free in your diaries, when 
we will be holding our annual Old Girls’ Reunion Day and 

Summer Fun Day.

Jacqualyn Pain
Head Mistress
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The NCPA has had another busy couple of terms. In the Autumn Term, we
hosted an Indulgence Evening, where the mums had an opportunity to
have some pampering of their own for a change!  There was everything
from facials to reflexology on offer. There was also of course, plenty of
retail therapy.  All of the mums who attended the event had a lovely
relaxing time and there were many requesting more masseurs next time!

In Memory of Shannon Powell
The New Year at Northwood College began on an extremely sad
note when we heard of the sudden and tragic death of Shannon
Powell, one of our Year 10 pupils, who died very suddenly during
a cross country race on 8 January 2011. 

Senior School News Northwood News  I Spring 2011

Shannon was a truly amazing pupil,
who lived life to the full and achieved
huge success especially in her sport.
She was an outstanding all round
athlete, who displayed total dedication
to everything she did.  She was an
exceptionally talented swimmer and a
role model to all of us with her
commitment to training, perfect
technique, strength and power in
competition.  We are all privileged to
have worked with her, be it in a sports
team or in the classroom. 

We held a special Assembly to
celebrate the life of Shannon on 18
January 2011. It was of course a very
sad occasion, but Shannon’s friends
were truly incredible in showing

dignity and fortitude. They sang, they
told us of their memories, they played
music and they showed a very moving
presentation about Shannon’s time at
Northwood College. 

It is never going to be easy to come to
terms with the death of someone so
young with such an exciting future
ahead.  Many of us still feel a deep
sense of shock at the news and we
are likely to experience a sense of loss
for some time to come. 

It may help us to focus on the
wonderful achievements and
successes of Shannon’s life and to
remember the very special times
which we experienced with her. 

Former student receives Award 
for her excellent A Level result

On the first two days of the February
half term, the National Association for
Gifted Children (NAGC) held two
workshops on Creative and Critical
Thinking. Eleven of our girls from Years
7-9 attended the workshop, which was
held in the Junior School Art Room. 

Over the two days, the girls explored the world of
journalism before creating their own newspaper
for a school. They also learnt about debating and
had to research and gather evidence either for, or
against, the statement they were arguing. The
debate was on whether home education or
schooling is better. It was a tough debate but in
the end the group against home education won.

Catering Update...
Creative Thinking workshop

Congratulations go to one of our former
Year 13 students, Shreya Sheth, who has
been awarded a prize by the British
Psychological Society for achieving the
highest result in the AQA A Level
Psychology Exam in 2010.

As one of Northwood College’s top
performers last year, Shreya achieved three
A* grades in her A Levels (Biology, Maths
and Psychology) plus an A grade for
Chemistry. She is currently reading Medicine
at Imperial College. Shreya’s prize consisted
of the British Science Association Student
Bursary to attend the Festival of Science, a
copy of the Society’s Book of the Year, a
year’s free student membership of the
Society and a certificate. 

Sixth Form Refurbishments
Over the past 18 months, the College’s Maintenance team 
has been busy refurbishing the Sixth Form Study and Teaching
Rooms which are based on the top two floors of  Old School.

By the start of the Summer
Term, they will have
completed the project, making the rooms lighter, brighter and more
comfortable for the girls to work in.

Coupled with the recent external repainting of the whole of Old School
and continuing improvements throughout the site, our Maintenance
team, led by Mr Cottrell, can be rightly proud of their achievements
which will last for many years to come.“ “

Miss Pain, Head Mistress, said: “We would like
to congratulate Shreya on achieving this
prestigious award for coming top in the
country for her Psychology A Level mark. 
It really is an outstanding achievement. “

Shreya Sheth

Our annual Christmas Bazaar was held at the end of
November and we even managed to arrange the
year’s first snow fall – now that is organisation for
you! Despite the bitterly cold weather, the girls
dragged their parents around the school to meet
Santa, had a go on all the rides, played the games
and tried to eat as much cake as possible without
getting into trouble!  The reward for their parents was
to see their daughters singing Christmas carols on
stage with the help of Dr Roche and his team. 

In March, we held a Movie Night for the Junior girls.
This was a first for the NCPA! By 6pm, the Assembly
Hall was buzzing with energy, as over a hundred very
excitable girls joined in the fun.  Laden with pillows,
duvets and sleeping bags, they scrambled to find a
place on the floor to bed down for a couple of hours
to watch ‘Despicable Me’, however, not before buying
up all the popcorn, sweets, cookies and cool drinks.

Afterwards the girls left the hall full of delight (and
sweets and popcorn!) having had a couple of hours of
fun with their friends without Mum and Dad (even
better!). Let’s hope that is the first of many movie
nights ahead.

None of these events would happen without the
support and hard work of our reps, the staff and
parents who continue to attend all our events so
thank you and I look forward to seeing you soon!
Jayne Cooper, NCPA Chair

Another initiative involved discussing cartoons and why they are so
important, before coming up with their own ideas for a comic strip. Finally
they looked at robots and in groups worked together to design the ultimate
robot of the future. All the girls had a brilliant time at the workshops; they
were great fun and gave them lots of time to think. Thank you to everyone
who helped to organise them.

Northwood College Parents’ Association

Since September, the Brookwood
catering team at Northwood College
has been as busy as ever, providing
a high quality service to the girls
and staff and promoting healthy
eating at every opportunity.

The highlight of the Autumn Term was British
Food Fortnight when we celebrated all that
was good with British Food and purchased as
locally as possible. The ever popular Christmas
lunch was a huge success, with homemade
Christmas pudding and mince pies enjoyed by
all. Chinese New Year was also celebrated
with a special lunch. The feedback from the
girls was very positive and they enjoyed
trying to use the chopsticks.

In recent weeks we have supported FairTrade
Fortnight – this involved a Senior School
Assembly and a themed lunch using Fairtrade
produce, including bananas, pineapples,
mangoes, sugar, cocoa and coffee. We will
continue to purchase Fairtrade wherever 
we can.

The ever popular ‘tasting tables’ have
continued and this term the girls have
sampled a huge selection of dried fruits and
seeds. This coincided with Healthy Eating talks
to the Year 3s. Dried fruits and seeds will
continue to be available at every meal time.

We also continue in earnest with our Planet
Matters initiatives, which include aiming to
reduce plate waste, reducing deliveries,
promoting Life Water and maintaining our
own wormery. The wormery uses raw food
waste from the kitchen such as vegetable
peelings to make compost, from which
various herbs are grown and used in the
cooking process.

The Brookwood Catering Team

4 5
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Celebrating the
School Birthday...

To celebrate the School’s birthday in January, the Junior
girls produced a fantastic display for the Junior School
foyer, on what they thought would make the School’s first
Head Mistress, Miss Buchan-Smith, feel proud of them.
Some of the Year 6 wrote letters to her and talked about
their special skills and achievements...

Miss Buchan-Smith

Dear Miss Buchan-Smith
I would love to tell you about some of
my proudest achievements I have
gained at Northwood College. I have
learnt that team work, determination,
perseverance and enthusiasm are
important characteristics in becoming a
successful young lady. 

At Northwood College we are taught
subjects in an enjoyable way by friendly
teachers, in the perfect learning
environment. Northwood College has
given me many opportunities to excel in
my learning. Some of my proudest
achievements have been winning first
prize in the ‘Invent Competition in 2006’
and subsequently being shortlisted for
the ‘Dragons’ Den’ twice more for my
other inventions. In the Autumn term of
2007 I received the Chess Champion
Trophy. In 2010, I came top in the end of
year Science examination with 95%. 
I have also passed Grade 1 Piano with
Merit last year. I am sure you would be
proud of all of us at Northwood College.

From Khadija Yaqoob, 6T    

Dear Miss Buchan-Smith
I think you would be proud of me
because I play tennis very well.
I play at The Riverside Club in
Northwood, where I am one of
thirty-five performance players,
who all play tennis at a high level.

On average I play six hours a
week. These include fitness
sessions, private sessions and
squads. I also compete in
tournaments around the county
and box leagues at Riverside. My
tennis has helped me improve my
confidence and will allow me to
represent the school in later years.

From Rebecca Saunders, 6T

Dear Miss Buchan-Smith
We think you would be proud of us because we work really hard at
gym. We train for 4 ½ hours every week. Sometimes our bodies
ache so much, it is hard to get out of bed! We have been invited to
the Senior Gym and Dance display for two years running. 
We were very proud to represent the Junior School.

Gym involves: Dedication, Persistence, Commitment - and a desire
to be better than we were yesterday!

From Sally West, Isabella Hallett and Ashley Hey (all in 6T)

Dear Miss Buchan-Smith
Playing three instruments can be a lot of hard work
but it is lots of fun especially when they are all so
different. My first instrument was the piano and I’m
now on Grade 5. It’s hard to read music and have
your left hand, right hand and feet all doing
different things at the same time. I really like to
play duets which are tricky as you have to listen to
the other player and keep in time with them.
I also play the violin and saxophone and I’m now on
Grade 4 for both of them. They give me the chance
to play in lots of orchestras and bands where I can
meet girls in other year groups.

The best bit about playing so many different
instruments is that you can play lots of different
types of music. My favourite is jazz. 
Three instruments means a lot of practise. 
It takes a lot of commitment but I really enjoy it all!

From Emma Ross, 6M

As part of Year 6’s History
project on The Victorians,
last October we visited the
wonderful Black Country
Living Museum, in Dudley,
to discover more about
Victorian Life. This was an
amazing place where you
literally feel you have 
been transported back 
in time. 

First, we visited different 
shops in the main street,
including a hardware shop,
where the owner told us 
about all the various items sold 
in those times – some of the contraptions were very
complicated. The Guzunder (a colloquial name for a
chamber pot) particularly fascinated the girls. In the
General store there were dead rabbits hanging from
the windows, tins of Persil, Coleman’s mustard, Bird’s
custard powder as well as pots and pans. It was
fascinating to see which brands were on the shelves
that we recognised, which led to discussions about
when businesses were founded.

In the Victorian School, a very strict Victorian teacher
ensured that all our girls sat up straight, had their
nails checked for cleanliness and picked out girls who
had been misbehaving, talking in class or just
annoying the teacher! They learnt to say the two and
the three times tables at the same time, say their
alphabet backwards as well as using slates to practise
their hooks and hangers. 

After lunch, each class had the opportunity to walk
down into a real Victorian mine, where we felt the
floor shake when the dynamite (simulation!) was
exploded to bring down more coal from the seams.
The girls saw how dangerous and difficult life
underground was for the men and boys that 
worked there.

Other experiences were seeing a blacksmith at work,
looking inside traditional canal boats and riding on a
tram. Finally, we visited the sweet shop, where the
girls spent all their pennies on bags of hard, colourful
and strange tasting sweets of all different shapes and
sizes including old favourites such as pear drops,
humbugs and sugar mice. The girls thoroughly
enjoyed this trip which gave them a real insight into
all aspects of Victorian life.

Year 2 Trip to the Roald Dahl Gallery 
and Bucks County Museum...

In November, Year 2 girls visited the Roald Dahl Children’s
Gallery and the Bucks County Museum. On their arrival, they
received a dream from one of the BFG’s dream bottles. 

In the Discovery Gallery, they encountered James and his mini-beast friends
inside the Giant Peach and zoomed in on their world with the aid of a video
microscope.  They explored sound with the BFG and discovered life underground
as they crawled through Fantastic Mr Fox’s tunnel.  Girls were sucked up the glass
tube like Augustus Gloop and explored Matilda’s library.

In the Imagination Gallery, girls explored optical illusions and their reflections
with magic mirrors.  They froze their shadow, saw the Twits’ upside-down room
and felt objects hidden in the wall. They were amused and fascinated when they
saw themselves on television like Mike Teavee from 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, as they discovered 
the magic of green screen technology.

Year 6 Trip Back in Time

Once again Northwood College was pleased to host the
annual Year 2 Joint Prep School Concert.

The boys from St John’s School were invited to join us on Wednesday 9 March 2011, to
perform ‘H2O’ by Douglas Wootton - an imaginative and fun musical all about water, which
was chosen by Miss Bennett-Goodman.  Along with Mr Bailey, she encouraged and
rehearsed the girls. Words were sent home to be learnt “off by heart” and extra practice in
the classroom also aided the learning process. The girls loved singing the songs which
included, ‘A Wave Went Up My Nose’ and ‘The Hydrologic Cycle Rag’.

On the morning of 9 March, the staff and boys were greeted and accompanied to the
Senior Assembly Hall. After a vocal warm up, Miss Bennett-Goodman conducted the
rehearsal and all the children joined in enthusiastically.  Jessica Savage, from St John’s,
accompanied the songs on the piano. After a short break on Vincent Playground, the
children filed back into the Senior Assembly Hall to perform.  A magnificent performance
then ensued. The audience was very appreciative and the sound of enthusiastic applause
could be heard reverberating around Northwood! This was another successful collaboration
with our neighbouring boys’ school.Happy Birthday Northwood...

Year 2 Joint Prep School Concert

6 7
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True Colours

Each pupil was asked to create a masterpiece no
larger than A3 in size in any medium they wanted
and on any theme or style. They also had to 
include a 100 word bibliography with their work. 

Pupils were encouraged to research influential artists and styles 
for inspiration. From the 65 Northwood girls who entered the
competition, 21 pupils were chosen for their work to be published
in a book called ‘True Colours.’ The best ten overall winners of 
the competition will win a canvas of their winning picture and the
best school will win £1,000, so fingers crossed!

Congratulations to our True Colours competition winners:

Nesrin Ahmet, Naomi Ayrton, Kirsty Asare, Catriona Bradley,
Charlotte Burland, Rebecca Cockeram, Mohnique Chadha,
Rima Chohan, Nadia Hamid, Charlotte Harvey, Anna Higgins,
Sanna Hubbard, Haun Kim, Jillian Maskell, Annika Masrani,
Morgan Mountford, Henna Patel, Jasrina Patwalia, 
Victoria Ray, Lucy Smith and Lauren Swyny.

Last term the Art Department
entered ‘True Colours’ - a new 
art competition from ‘School Artists’.

Sanna Hubbard

Naomi Ayrton

Kirsty Asare

Charlotte Burland

Charlotte Harvey

Anna Higgins

Daisy Pulls It Off is a gloriously witty parody of life in a 1920s
girls’ boarding school. It engagingly captures the uncomplicated
innocence of Angela Brazil’s schoolgirl novels. It is about the
attempts of super achiever Daisy Meredith to submerge her poor
elementary school background and find acceptance in the
snobby confines of Grangewood School for Young Ladies.  

Our plucky heroine undergoes a number of tribulations (including
possible expulsion) before, by being honourable and straight in all
things, all comes right in the end with Daisy saving the lives of
sneaky Monica and toady Sybil – her arch-enemies, discovering the
treasure of Grangewood, scoring the winning goal at hockey and
finding her long-lost father.

There were a number of memorable performances not least Emily
Dawes as Daisy Meredith and Charlotte Elvin as the energetic
‘madcap and poet of the upper fourth’, Trixie Martin, both of whom
had a mountain of lines to learn! Julie Knight and Natalie Room were
convincingly mean and snooty as the meanies Sybil and Monica.  

Sarah Crowther proved the saying “there are no small parts . . . .”
playing a hilarious Winnie, the lisping second year.  The ‘teachers’ also
deserve a mention with Anandi Shah playing a very commanding
Headmistress and confidently starting the show.  Highlights definitely
included the stylised hockey match and the terrifying cliff scene!

I think all who saw the production will agree that we had a very
young and very talented cast.  With the majority of girls involved at
the time in Year 9, it will be immensely exciting to see these girls
continue to develop their Acting skills in productions over the next
few years.

Miss C McCoy, Head of Drama

Over three nights in December, approximately forty girls took part 
in the school production of Daisy Pulls It Off, by Denise Deegan.

Daisy Pulls it Off...

8 9
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Musical
Highlights...

There have been many wonderful musical highlights at Northwood College over the
past few months. Here is a just snapshot of the Music Department’s exciting range
of musical events shown in posters and programmes.

Early Years Nativity and Music Department Presentation – 
Music prepared by Dr Roche and Miss Bennett-Goodman. 

Years 1 and 2 Nativity – directed by Mr Bailey, accompanied by
Dr Roche and the Senior Girls’ Ensemble: Stephanie Milne (Y11)
on flute, Aimee Ross (Y10) on clarinet, Lucy Clague (Y10) on
alto saxophone, Charlotte Brookes (Y10) on violin, Abigail
Sharpe (Y10) on trombone and Imogen Emmett (Y9) on harp.

Junior Carol Service - directed by Miss Bennett-Goodman, 
accompanied by Dr Roche and Mr Bailey.

Senior Celebration of Christmas - directed by Dr Roche, 
accompanied by Mr Brant and Mr Bailey.

ABRSM and Music Theatre presentation - Lizzie Newbury-Helps.
Voice and Repertoire teacher – Miss Monk.

Music at the Christmas Bazaar – organised by Dr Roche,
in association with the NCPA.

Autumn Concert – A whole School Music Department event.

An Evening of Strings – A whole School Music Department 
event - rehearsed and accompanied by Mrs Jackie Gallagher, 
Mrs Amanda Chancellor and Mrs Ruth Ferguson.

Senior Music Competition – organised by Dr Roche, 
Mr Bailey and Miss Monk.

Junior Music Competition – organised by Miss Bennett-Goodman.

A big thank you to everyone for your hard work and support 
of all our musical events... see you again soon!
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In the February half-term 
31 girls from Years 8-10 and 
four members of staff, Miss Taylor
(Leader), Mrs Rees, Miss Freeman
and Miss Simpson enjoyed an 
exhilerating week on the ski
slopes of Killington, Vermont.

Spanish trip to 
Valencia...

Berlin, Berlin!!!! So good a trip I
wrote it twice!! In February, thirty
Northwood College girls and
three brave members of staff
ventured to the centre of Berlin.
Though the weather was bitingly
cold, it still managed to be an
exciting and informative
excursion (undoubtedly the result
of our charismatic and hugely
entertaining guide, John). Our
first day was spent exploring the
city centre where we visited such
German landmarks as the
Brandenburg Gate and the
Reichstag building, all of which
were impressive and skilfully
designed.  

Much of the time was based around
learning about Berlin’s history under both
the Nazi regime and during its divide
from 1945-1989. This included visiting
Sachsenhausen concentration camp,
where the group reflected on the
atrocities carried out here. 

Sixth FormTrip to Berlin
We also visited the newly built
holocaust memorial and the
holocaust museum that effectively
demonstrated to the group the
blunt horrors carried out under the
Nazi regime. 

Personally, my favourite part of the
trip was visiting the Stasi museum,
where our guide fondly recalled the
days of communist censorship in
East Berlin. 

Curiously she spoke with much
nostalgia for a time period that saw
the inhabitants of East Berlin live
with little freedom of speech and
limited political choice. Visiting
Berlin was incredibly memorable
and as I am soon to become a
Northwood College leaver it will
remain a fond memory and I feel
fortunate to have gone. 

All that remains is to thank Miss
Johannes and Miss Guthrie for
accompanying us on the trip, and a
particular thank you to Mrs
Chandler-Thompson for not just
taking us on the trip, but also going
to an enormous amount of trouble
organising it too.

By Bethany Dokal, Year 13

In October 2010, Year 10 and 11
girls who study Spanish for GCSE
travelled to the beautiful city of
Valencia.

We stayed in pairs at different houses of
Spanish families. It was a real challenge
because most of them didn’t speak any
English! iQué pena! However, this really 
got us listening carefully and gave us a 
great opportunity to learn even more of 
the language. Even by the second day
everybody was amazed at how much each 
of us had improved. 

We attended the ‘Taronja’ school for Spanish
lessons three times throughout our stay. 
The lessons consisted of a native speaker and
ten girls per class. We practised lots of skills
for example, speaking, listening and singing
‘Waka waka’ by Shakira in Spanish. Later, on
day two, we explored the sites such as the
old town of Valencia with our lovely 
tour-guide, Marta. On day three we visited an
interactive science museum and an aquarium;
it was thoroughly enjoyed by all of the girls
and teachers alike. Many of us agreed this
was the highlight of the day, especially
because of the dolphin show! The next day
after the classes, we took the bus and headed
to a stunning beach where we took part in a
treasure hunt g   etting to speak to the locals
and continuing to practise the language. We
finished the day with a delicious ‘helado’
thanks to the teachers accompanying us. 

On the final day, we watched chef ‘Nando’
cook the perfect paella and all had a taste.
Our final activity in Spain was of course…
shopping, which was appreciated by all
before leaving the lovely city of Valencia. 
The trip was one to be remembered and we
would like to say a huge thank you to Miss
Quirk, Mrs Miller Smith and Mrs Thompson for
giving up their time to organise a wonderful
trip. Everyone’s Spanish has improved
immensely!
By Nikkita Mitchell and Bethany Smith, Year 11

Year 9 Geography 
Field Trip to Windsor...

On 8 March 2011, Year 9 ventured
to Windsor to complete their
geography fieldwork. The girls
worked in groups to collect data
which would help answer specific
aims such as to investigate the
impact of tourism in Windsor.  

The trip helped pupils to develop their
powers of observation as they looked for
useful features in the urban landscape that
could help them to investigate their aim.

With near perfect weather conditions of 
11 degrees with bright sunshine, the girls
took safe risks in conducting questionnaires
with members of the public. Girls were able
to use their initiative by creating different
surveys, including a noise level survey in
which one group recorded sound levels in
different areas of the town centre.
Teamwork was essential, together with
effective communication to ensure that the
work could be completed. Even if the girls’
requests for people to help complete
questionnaires were declined, they would
try again and help to demonstrate
persistence.

Upon returning to school there was time to
begin data entry and processing and thinking
about what the girls would be able to do
with the information. They could not all use
the same resources, so had to demonstrate
flexibility with regards to the tasks that they
could perform. I hope that the girls found
the experience useful and that they were
able to learn about themselves and working
with others, as well as find out key
information to help them answer their aims!
Thank you to Mrs Spicer, Miss Millen, Ms
Lindsay, Mrs Chandler-Thompson and Mr
Miller for helping to run a successful, safe
and enjoyable trip.
Mr Rogoff, Head of Geography

12 13

Skiing in
Vermont...
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Also in December, she attended ‘An Evening with Chrissie
Wellington’ (British Triathlete and triple World Ironman Champion)
where, during her address, Chrissie twice made reference to Sky, at
one time giving Sky the ultimate accolade of saying that she hoped
that Sky would eventually take her ‘Ironman World Record’. With
plaudits like this, it just goes to show how high Sky's profile has
become. Not bad for someone who's only 15! 

In February, Sky was presented with the award of ‘220 Triathlon’
magazine's Youth Triathlete of the Year. This latest award adds to
her award of Junior Elite Female Triathlete of the Year presented to
her by the British Triathlon Federation in November 2010.  
In her acceptance speech, Sky very eloquently dedicated the 
award to her great school friend and inspiration Shannon Powell,
who tragically died in January.

Both of these awards are highly deserved and come in recognition
of her becoming National U17 Triathlon, Duathlon and Aquathlon
Champion in 2010, as well as the winner of the British Triathlon
Super Series, all at the age of just 14. Sky is currently a member of
the Olympic Talent Squad and her long term aim is to compete in
the 2016 Olympics.

Finally, she has agreed to continue to wear Orca wetsuits and
trisuits for the coming season. In the press release announcing this,
Orca, a major international manufacturer based in New Zealand,
said of Sky: "she has to be one of the most promising young
triathletes in the world at the moment". High praise indeed.

Well done Sky, we are very proud of you.

Northwood News I Spring 2011

It has been a busy time for our very own Sky Draper on the
awards front recently. In December, our Year 10 athlete was 
presented with the Mayor of Hillingdon's Cup for sporting 
dedication and success throughout 2010. She was also 
awarded a Gold Standard for sporting success by the Borough. 

Sky Draper with triple World Ironman
Champion Chrissie Wellington

15

Geoff Hudson has been the
Chairman of Northwood College’s
Governing Council since 2001 and
has been a Governor since 1995.

His daughter Jo was a pupil at the
College from 1981 to 1995.
Whilst Jo was at the school, he
was involved in various 
parents’ committees. 

In particular, he was Chairman of
an Appeal Committee in 1989 that
raised money to build the Sports
Complex. He was also the first
Chairman of the Friends of
Northwood College, which later
became the NCPA.

Governor Profile

Chairman of the
Governing Council 

Mr Hudson has lived in Northwood for over 30 years and his career has
been in general management in commerce and industry. He is currently 
a director of a privately-owned communications, design and financial
printing company based in the City. He is married to Angela and has a
son Nick, as well as his daughter. Nick went to St Martin’s and 
Merchant Taylors.  

Commenting on his role as Chairman, he said “I would not have spent so
much time doing what I can to support the College over so many years
if I did not find it enjoyable and rewarding. 

I have always felt that there is something special about Northwood
College. I believe we have always provided a combination of high
academic standards with excellent pastoral care, treating each girl as an
individual in order to prepare them for life as an adult.  

Our girls leave us as confident, well-educated and rounded young
women.  There is no better example of that than my own daughter, Jo,
and it is perhaps my gratitude to the College that has motivated me to 
do what I can to repay the debt I owe for that. “

Student Profile

More awards
for Sky Draper...
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