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Head Mist

OF THE JUNIOR SCHOOL
Choosing your daughter's school is one of the most
important decisions that you, as a parent, will have
to make. Acknowledging your daughter's growing
independence, you will seek the assurance that she
will be able to fulfil her academic and social
potential, that she will be nurtured and cared for

and that she will grow into a well-balanced,

independent and caring young woman.

Northwood College Junior School educates girls from the age
of three to eleven. Each of the three phases is housed in its
own purpose designed building suited to the needs of the age
group: the Nursery - Redington, Infants - Vincent House and
Juniors — Bryden Brown House. Your daughter's progress
through the Junior School will witness her growing confidence
and ability, her academic development and her care and
concern both for those around her and for those beyond the

school community.

Through visiting the Junior School and learning more about us
I am sure that you will believe that this is the right
environment for your daughter. It may even be the school that
you would have liked to have attended when you were a

child! Please do visit us and be assured of a warm and friendly

BDLN\SN
Janet Johnson

Head Mistress of the Junior School

welcome.
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discover learn succeed

NORTHWOOD COLLEGE

Nursery — Re

The foundations of ‘discover > learn > succeed’
are laid in Northwood College Nursery where our
commitment to an excellent education is balanced

with fun and care.

discover

Each girl is treated as an individual able to express her delight
at the world around her, full of curiosity and excitement. In
Redington she can be a discoverer and an explorer with each
day offering the opportunity to enjoy a world of new

experiences.

‘...they choose activities which they wish to
do themselves with confidence and are eager

to try out new activities.” OFSTED 2005

d i n g tO n Nursery (age 3+)

> |earn

Daily activities are planned in line with the Early Years'
Foundation curriculum and seek to develop speaking and
listening, reading, writing and number work. Through the
creative and physical activities, which include physical
education and ballet, the girls develop the skills which are
necessary to help them make sense of the world through

first-hand experiences.

The development of social skills, consideration for others,
sharing and kindness are an important part of the daily life of

the Nursery.

> succeed

Redington Nursery offers a safe, caring and stimulating

environment with learning taking place within the well
equipped classrooms and outside in the garden and play area.
Visitors to the Nursery and excursions outside the school also

contribute to the wealth of experiences offered.

The staff are friendly and approachable and fully committed to
the partnership of parent, child and school. As well as daily
updates you will be regularly invited in to see the Nursery at
work and to participate in many of the special activities.
Opportunities are also provided for personal feedback on your
daughter's progress which is individually and carefully

monitored.



NORTHWOOD COLLEGE

Infants o Vinc ent House Reception (age 4+) > Year 2 (age 6+)

The Foundation Stage curriculum continues
seamlessly from the nursery as the girls move into
Vincent House and is completed during their year

in one of our two Reception classes.

discover

Vincent House is a charming, imaginatively converted
Edwardian building. The modern classrooms have networked
computers and are fully equipped for teaching an infant
curriculum. Through the use of these facilities the girls
continue to explore the world around them both within the

College grounds and beyond.

Teachers encourage the girls to learn to work alongside each
other and become increasingly socially aware. Each classroom
has an area for practical work as well as cloakroom and toilet
facilities. Vincent House also has a well-stocked library with a

small suite of networked computers and a multi-use hall.

‘Children’s confidence and self esteem are
developed strongly. Girls in reception classes
interact very well with both adults and each

other.” OFSTED 2005

> |earn

Each girl is treated as an individual. Her academic
achievements are enriched by lessons in art and technology,
information and communication technology, religious studies,
physical education, music, ballet and swimming lessons in the

College’s magnificent indoor pool.

The curriculum is further enhanced by visits to a wide variety
of museums and other places of interest including the
Museum of London, Kew Gardens and the RAF museum.

Visitors to the school are warmly welcomed and have included

authors, illustrators, theatre companies and a mobile farm.

> succeed

The girls all achieve high standards in their academic work and
parents are provided with regular feedback on progress and
success through parents' consultation evenings and written
reports. Confidence is developed through pastoral lessons,
through opportunities to talk in front of their class and

through speech and drama activities.

At the end of Year 2 all girls transfer to the Juniors where they

are joined by a number of girls new to the College.
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learn

succeed

uniors - Bry

All girls are expected to work on the academically
challenging curriculum but each girl is treated as an
individual whose learning is catered for through

challenge and support.

discover

The Juniors are based in a modern building, with specialist
teaching facilities for science, art and design, technology and
information and communication technology (ICT). There is an
extensively stocked library in which pupils have weekly library
lessons and supervised lunch time sessions. The ICT suite is
superbly equipped with 25 networked machines and an
interactive white board. This facility is used by all the girls from
Reception to Year 6, both to develop discrete ICT skills and to
use ICT within other curriculum subjects. These skills can be
further developed using the networked machines in the
classrooms. Several of these rooms including the science room
also have interactive whiteboards and there are plans to install

further boards in the near future.

Music and drama are taught in the new Performing Arts
Centre where Juniors also have their individual music lessons
and in addition they have the use of facilities such as the
Recital Hall for the annual Inter-House Music Competition.
The girls also use the extensive sports facilities which allow the

teaching of a full physical education curriculum.

> |earn

All girls follow an academic curriculum which is based on the
National Curriculum for Key Stage 2 but goes beyond it. By
the end of Key Stage 2 the girls have been taught French,
Spanish and German. Latin is introduced in Year 4 and all year
groups have a weekly drama lesson taught by a drama

specialist.

The form teachers are well qualified and have a wide range of
specialisms. In Years 3 and 4 most lessons are taught by the
form teacher with the use of more subject specialist teaching,
including in Years 5 and 6, being taught by a number of

Senior School teachers.

‘Northwood College Junior School is a
wonderful, friendly, academic, caring and kind

school.’ Year 6 pupil

en BfOWﬂ HOUSQ Year 3 (age 7+) > Year 6 (age 10+)

> succeed

All girls are expected to work on the academically challenging
curriculum but each girl is treated as an individual whose
learning is catered for through challenge and support.
Confidence continues to be developed through oral
presentations to the form, speech and drama and pastoral

lessons.

‘The teachers always make you feel as if you

have progressed and you always take pride in
your work.” Year 6 pupil

Having successfully moved through the Junior School all girls

have a place in the Senior School where their academic and

other talents continue to be nurtured.



Thinking
skills

We are proud of the work that has been pioneered
in the Junior School to develop and enhance our
pupils" ability to be logical, critical and creative

thinkers.

A wide range of transferable thinking skills are taught through
lessons across the curriculum and weekly thinking skills lessons
for pupils in Key Stage 2 offer a further opportunity to practise
skills such as decision making, lateral thinking, mindmapping

and interpreting and prioritising information.

The girls are encouraged to gain a deeper understanding of
their own preferred learning styles and to gain familiarity with
a range of study and revision strategies. Lessons continue to
focus on encouraging those habits of mind — such as curiosity,
resilience and tenacity — that can play a significant role in a

child's academic success and personal happiness.

This initiative extends throughout the school, with lessons and
courses planned for pupils from the Nursery up to Sixth Form.
Our Advanced Cognitive Development Programme was
endorsed in the magazine, ‘Teaching Thinking and Creativity',
and was presented at the International Conference of Thinking

in Melbourne.

‘The ‘open door’ ethos at the school makes it
easy for parents and teachers to work in
partnership ...It’s a great place for any child
to spend their school years.’

Parent of Year 3 pupil

As well as ensuring that the girls achieve the
highest possible standards academically, all girls are
cared for through the strength of the pastoral

system.

The initial care lies with the form teacher whose knowledge of
the girls in her care is exceptional. Pastoral lessons help the
girls to deal with those around them and, as they get older,
prepares them to face the emotional and social challenges of

the wider world.

Girls are given the opportunity to assume responsibility. Within
the class this takes the form of positions of responsibility such
as Form and Vice Form Captain. Each form member has the
chance to put herself forward and all form members vote on a
termly basis. In Year 6 the girls have additional responsibility
posts which help with the day to day running of the Junior
School and they act as guides for visitors and on Open Days.
An exciting new initiative is the establishment of a Junior
School Council, offering the girls a forum to express their ideas
about, for example, school environment well-being,

playground activities and facilities.

An important part of the social life of the school is the house
system. This enables the girls to mix with those of a different
age group and allows the girls in Year 6 to act as House and
Vice House Captains. The House Captains hold regular house
meetings, collect and total the house points and help to
organise the girls to support events such as swim sports,
sports afternoons and the music competitions. House teachers

maintain an overview of the activities.




Year 5
experience life
in the past at
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EXtra-
curricular acwme

Education is not only about pursuing academic

excellence.

In the Junior School it is believed that all girls should have the
opportunity to extend and develop all their talents. To enable
this to happen, a wide range of extra-curricular activities are
offered to all girls from Year 1 to Year 6 including individual

music lessons, chess, ballet, speech and drama and judo.

‘l enjoy all the clubs because every time I go

to a club I learn something new.’ Year 5 pupil

Lunch time activities are offered by all the staff and can
include puzzle club, maths club, needlework, book club,
recorder club, orchestra, wind band and two choirs. The
physical education department offers a variety of clubs
including netball, hockey, swimming, multi-games, tennis and
many more. Some are open to all and others for further
training for those who may be representing the school in
competitions. All girls are expected to take part in at least one

extra-curricular activity each week.

‘All the activities and swimming are fun.’

Year 4 pupil

Charity

The Junior School is proud of the support the girls

give to charity events.

Each form has two charity monitors and they, together with
their form teachers, help to organise form or year group
charity events and are involved in deciding which charities are
supported. Recent events have included Awesome Autumn
Charity, Chocolate Charity for Children in Need, Christmas
Stars Appeal, Raffle and Bingo, New Year Bazaar, Hawaiian

Pancake Charity and many more.

Not only do these encourage the skills of organisation and
co-operation but they also enable the girls to help those less
fortunate than themselves. The Junior School often
participates in whole school charity fund raising events such as

‘Jeans for Genes' day.

‘We raise money for people less fortunate
than us. Charity events are fun. We work very
well as a community and raise a lot of money.’
Year 5 pupil

The girls enjoy meeting charity representatives who come to

receive the contributions and who explain about the work of

their charity.

ptiveny

VISIES o
residential
trips

Girls are encouraged to learn beyond the classroom
boundaries. Extensive use is made of the College
grounds for a variety of curriculum work including

science experiments and maths trails.

Trips away from the College are organised each term for each
year group to extend the learning taking place in the
classroom. Places visited have included the Black Country
Museum, British Museum, an Environmental Study Centre,
Hampton Court, Highclere Castle, Hillingdon Outdoor Activity

Centre and many more.

Residential trips are organised for the older Junior girls and
include a three day environmental study visit, a five day
activity trip and a five day trip to the Isle of Wight. The girls
have the opportunity to learn outside the normal environment
and to face new and exciting challenges. They are also away
from home acquiring the skills of living with and sharing with
others. As well as the learning that takes place the girls also

have great fun.

Visitors are always warmly welcomed. Authors, illustrators,
storytellers and poets have demonstrated the skills they use to
produce their work. Theatre companies bring live drama to the
girls and musicians provide a source of inspiration to budding
young musicians. Paper sculpture and the use made of
recycled materials for new purposes have also been
demonstrated. The annual Book Fair sees a frenzy of buying

taking place as well as the chance for some fun activities.
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We work in close partnership with parents and

they support us in many different ways.

Examples of these include helping on day trips, working with
girls during maths games mornings and talking to the girls
about their work and interests. Recent talks have been given
by a doctor, dentist and a diver. We very much value these

contributions as a further extension to the curriculum.

Parents are regularly informed of their daughter's academic
success and progress through parents’ consultation evenings,
written reports and test results. Parents are always welcome to
speak to form staff or the Head Mistress of the Junior School.
Aside from personal communication the passing of information
is through the reading record books and homework diaries.
The weekly bulletin is a useful vehicle for finding out about
the events in the life of the College as a whole and this plus
other letters to parents are also accessible through the

internet.

Parents are kept fully informed about the pastoral aspects of
their daughter’s school life and are provided with copies of all
relevant policy documents. Through working closely with each

other we aim to ensure that each girl achieves her potential.

‘Academic success, outstanding teaching,
excellent pastoral care and the constant
addition of state of the art facilities form the
enviable basis of school life. Most importantly,
my daughter skips into school every day, with

a smile on her face.” Parent of Year 4 pupil




‘Northwood College Junior School
is a wonderful, friendly, academic, caring
and kind school.’ vear ¢ pupil
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