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Partial Solar Eclipse at Northwood College
There was a partial solar eclipse across the whole of the United Kingdom on
Wednesday, 29th March 2006. Senior School pupils were able to view the eclipse by
projecting an image from the Physics Department’s Newtonian Reflecting Telescope
onto a white paper screen. (See photograph, below)

The image seen was a bright disk of light, about
10cm in diameter, with a curved patch of light
removed from the bottom left hand corner.

The eclipse was first visible in Northwood at
10:45 a.m. and reached a maximum at 11:32
a.m, which was ideal, as this coincided with
morning break. It was a very cloudy morning and
the eclipse was mostly not visible through the thick
clouds. However, luckily, the clouds cleared for just
twenty minutes at morning break, allowing the
girls a perfectly clear view of the eclipse.

At maximum obscuration, 17% of the Sun’s area
was blacked out. London was, in fact, the best

place in the UK to observe the eclipse. It did not
get even slightly dark, as nearly 100% coverage of
the Sun is needed for this.The eclipse ended at
12:22 p.m.

A partial eclipse is caused by the Moon becoming
positioned between the Sun and the Earth. The
next partial solar eclipse in the UK will be the 1st
August, 2008. The next full solar eclipse in the
UK will be the 23rd September, 2090. 

Mr D Jensen

Upon arrival in San Francisco we were whisked off to our hotel, had
something to eat and went promptly to bed. The next day the sun came
out and we got ourselves ready for a tour of the city.  We began with
Lombard Street. A brisk walk, led by Miss Hurt took us to the top of the
‘crooked street’ to see the views of the city.  We then stopped off at the
Golden Gate Bridge, again the views were amazing, although it was a 
little windy.  Our final stop was at Pier 39.  We had time to shop, take
photographs of Alcatraz and see the Sea Lions sleeping on the pontoons.
The highlight for the girls was a visit to Union Square.  Once again more
shopping was undertaken and lunch was purchased before our long
journey across the State of California to Lake Tahoe.

Upon arrival at the Hotel, the girls briefly unpacked and then skis, boots
and poles were fitted. On Sunday, the sun came out and we were ready to
ski.  The girls were split into small groups with their instructors for the
morning session. At lunchtime we met up and stories were told of falling

dramatically, snow ball
fights and of how much
fun they were having.
The skiing continued for
four more days with
more tales of skiing
through trees, falling
over some more,
colliding with others in
the group and
attempting ski jumps.  

In the evenings we were entertained with ice skating, with lots of collisions,
5 year old Americans whizzing around the ice, and a few falls.  The cinema
was great fun and gave the girls a chance to sit down and relax.  The free
night saw the majority of girls taking the opportunity to go to their beds
early!  On the last evening, awards were handed out, most improved skier,
most impressive falls and most noticeable sun tan were just a few to
mention.

The time had then come to make our way back to San Francisco.  A few
miles outside the city we stopped off for lunch and a little more shopping.
Upon arrival at the airport we checked in, boarded the flight and slept for
the return journey.  A big thank you to the girls, who were praised for their
good behaviour throughout the visit by the instructors, air line cabin crew
and coach drivers.  A big thank you also goes to Miss Hurt, Mrs Onslow,
Mrs Evans-Evans, Mrs Opie and Mrs Nuttall, who helped me enormously
on the trip.

Miss J Lee

Thinking Skills: Scientists who have conducted
studies on the effects of music on the brain, believe
that children who play an instrument are able to
perform better academically than those who don't. 

Multiple Intelligence: ‘Music is one of the
specified and defined intellectual areas of the brain’.
Music and the development of the ‘person’ are very
important in terms of individual growth. How does
Music help us develop?

• A baby in the womb can hear sounds from 20
weeks after conception

• From conception to eighteen months your baby
is developing rapidly and its response to musical
activity will not only be rewarding but highly
beneficial to his or her general development

• At birth babies can hear high-pitched noises,
may be calmed by lower sounds and can locate
sound in front of them. They will be startled by a
loud or sudden sound

• By four weeks they prefer high-pitched sounds
and start to respond to the sound of your voice.
They will recognise whether sound is coming
from behind or in front

• From three months
they may respond
actively to music by,
for example,
swaying and turning
towards the sound
and vocalising vowel
sounds like "Aaah",
"Eee" and "Ooo"

• At 20 weeks they
begin to recognise
familiar voices and
respond differently to 
the sound of strange voices

• By six months they start imitating sounds e.g.
Boo! La!

• At 28 weeks they will look towards sounds from
above and below and tell tunes apart

• By nine months they respond to familiar songs

• From one year they will begin to lose the
capacity to hear high-pitched sounds but start to
discover musical pulse, and create sounds by
banging everyday objects

• By eighteen months your baby may start to
respond to music in a coordinated way

• Language skills can develop further through
singing and imitation

• Moving and responding to music can help
develop memory and hand/eye coordination

• They will learn to distinguish between loud and
quiet, fast and slow

• They begin to be aware of a beat in the music
and recognise different rhythms

• They will learn the
words to simple
songs and develop
the coordination
needed to play
simple instruments
i.e. simple drums or
bells

• This is when they
begin to find out
how to cooperate
with other children

• Your child may begin to become more aware of
pitch and rhythm

• They will learn to sing more complex songs as
language skills grow and their vocal chords
develop

• They can cope with more sophisticated
movement to music

• They will take pleasure in playing and exploring
new sounds and instruments

• Your child will acquire new vocal strengths and
increase their range

• They will develop a better memory of music
through repetition of songs and patterns and an
understanding of simple musical concepts

• They will be able to play simple percussion
instruments and, given the opportunity, will be
able to pick out tunes on instruments such as
keyboards or xylophones

• Your child will perform and compose with
greater confidence

• They may want to learn an instrument

• They will become more computer literate and
discover music technology

• Their taste in music will develop

• They will learn to improvise

• They will start to discuss and evaluate music

• They may take up a musical instrument, or even
a second one

• They will decide whether or not to take Music
GCSE

• They may learn to think more critically and
analytically about music

• They will have a more advanced knowledge of
computers and ICT

• They will develop their own musical identity

• They may develop a passion for challenging
music

• Your child may consider taking music beyond
GCSE at school

• They may consider a career in music - be it a DJ
or a classical conductor

• They will learn to articulate their views on music
and justify their passions

• Your child may plan further study at a university
or college

• They may take the first steps towards a career in
music

Ideas in conjunction with the BBC ‘Motivate your
Child with Music’.

Everyone at some point in their life or even day
experiences some level of stress. Music is a very
stress relieving medicine, especially playing and
composing your own. Getting better gives a great
sense of achievement and provides a high level of
priceless satisfaction. 

Finally, above all the other points, playing an
instrument is fun. We, at Northwood College,
entirely endorse this point of view and actively
encourage all of our girls to make the most of their
musical potential. If you would like to discuss the
possibilities of instrumental lesson please speak to
Miss Bennett – Goodman or Dr Roche. The new
academic year is approaching, the perfect
opportunity!

Dr I Roche

Why play a Musical Instrument?
The main reason to play an instrument is that the musician
receives endless benefits. The skill of learning to play an
instrument should be and is one of many people’s life goals.

There is a strong belief that playing a musical instrument actually
makes you smarter. 

Ski Visit
Heavenly, Lake Tahoe, California
Early on the 1st April, 41 pupils and 6 staff met at Northwood
College to embark on the Ski Visit.  






