






The curriculum offered at Northwood College is 

both broad and balanced. It is based on the 

National Curriculum, but goes beyond it too. For 

example, Latin and two modern foreign languages 

are studied from Year 7. The education we offer is 

stimulating and while helping to prepare girls for 

the world of work, it aims to go beyond this and to 

prepare them to take a full and active part in their  

communities.

Thinking Skills
In all subjects, girls are encouraged to develop intellectually by 

learning to think independently. Our innovative ‘Advanced 

Cognitive Development Programme’ (Thinking Skills) is offered 

to all girls throughout the school. Through this programme, 

our aim is that all girls will gain the confidence to think 

critically and creatively, to be able to formulate and to 

challenge ideas. Intellectual skills developed in these ways are 

enhanced by our emphasis on creative, practical and 

technological skills. The academic curriculum is complemented 

by a strong pastoral programme which includes personal, 

social and health education as well as citizenship.

We take great pride in the quality of the teaching and learning 

which takes place at Northwood College. In all lessons girls are 

given opportunities for active participation through discussion, 

practical activities or role play. Our well-qualified, enthusiastic 

and committed teachers support girls in their learning and 

encourage them to take responsibility for their own work.  

Our superb facilities add to the learning experience which the 

college provides. 

The use of information and communication technology (ICT) 

is, for the girls of the 21st Century, a way of life. We believe it 

is essential that our facilities are up to date and that our 

carefully planned development programme ensures that this 

continues. Our two new state of the art ICT suites supplement 

the two existing suites. Girls’ learning benefits from the 

widespread use of interactive whiteboards situated in many 

teaching areas. Girls and parents may access the school’s 

network from home and a growing body of resources is being 

placed in our shared areas. Internet access is available on all 

machines, but it is, of course, subject to appropriate control 

and protection.  

In all subjects, specialist 

rooms and equipment are 

available.  Nine science 

laboratories, two technology 

rooms, three art rooms; 

these are just some of the 

specialist rooms which are 

used by girls in the College, 

in addition to the  

well-resourced subject bases.  

Our library is a beautiful 

building which contains over 

11,000 books. It is staffed by 

two fully qualified librarians 

who ensure that girls are 

able to make effective use of the library for all their research 

needs. Reading for pleasure is encouraged too, with an active 

programme of book clubs and author visits in Senior School.

The Governors of Northwood College have a carefully 

thought-out programme of development for the College. This 

has ensured that the facilities offered today are appropriate for 

the education of young women in the 21st Century. Our 

development plan looks to the future, to ensure that the 

College’s facilities continue to be appropriate for girls’ needs 

and to enable us to offer girls the opportunities to discover, to 

learn and to succeed. ‘I was very impressed 

with the excellent care 

and support of our 

daughter by her teachers. 

Their commitment to their 

students is exemplary 

and commendable.’  

Parent of Year 13 pupil

Discovery through learning

discover > learn > succeed

‘Teachers are really nice and always willing to help you if 

you don’t understand something.’ Year 7 pupil



We believe that however broad and stimulating an 

academic programme is, it needs to be 

complemented by an exciting and challenging 

extra-curricular programme, if our girls are to 

become confident young women with good  

self-esteem and awareness of the wider world. 

New subjects and interests provide a sense of 

wonder, curiosity and discovery and our  

extra-curricular programme has been developed  

to offer all these aspects to our girls.

We encourage girls to take an active part in the College 

community. They have opportunities to make real 

contributions to the future development of the school by 

participating in the School Council. Throughout the College, 

girls take on positions of responsibility, culminating in the Sixth 

Form, when a number of girls take on leading roles through 

the positions of Head Girl, Deputy Head Girl, Senior Prefects, 

House Captains and Vice House Captains. We value the 

significant contributions the girls make to the smooth running 

of the College.

We believe that awareness of the needs of others and of the 

outside world is crucial if girls are to be able to fulfil active 

roles in their communities in the future. Support for local and 

national charities contributes to broadening girls’ awareness of 

the needs of those less fortunate than themselves. Skills of 

organisation and cooperation are fostered by the activities 

undertaken.

A busy programme of visits within the UK and further afield is 

organised by the College. All girls will have the chance to take 

part in visits to theatres, museums, art galleries, exhibitions 

and lectures. Day and residential visits to places such as 

Warwick Castle, York, the National Army Museum, the Ypres 

Salient, Epping Forest, Bath and Kew Gardens enhance the 

work covered by students in the classroom-based curriculum.

Opportunities to participate in groups such as ATC, to 

undertake the Duke of Edinburgh‘s Award Scheme and to join 

with other local schools for joint dramatic and musical 

productions are all available to girls at Northwood College.

Speaking a foreign language abroad with native speakers is an 

invaluable experience, and so the modern foreign language 

department organises visits to our partner school in Lille in 

Northern France, to Berlin and to Spain.

Opportunities to participate in other visits such as skiing in the 

USA, watersports in the South of France, art tours to Spain 

and Italy and World Challenge adventure expeditions to far 

flung destinations such as Borneo are all likely to be offered 

during a girl’s time at Northwood College.  

Learning through di scovery
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‘We are all-rounders. This 

school is very good at 

developing social skills 

and confidence.’  

Year 11 pupil

‘I like the connection with 

the Junior School and 

helping with the infants 

at Vincent House.’  

Year 12 pupil
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‘The school has given me a 

great amount of confidence.’ 
Year 10 pupil

‘We listen to the opinions of 

others and suggestions are 

acted upon.’  

Member of the School Council

Year 8 visiting 
Kew Gardens  
on an art 
expedition

Sixth form students performing in the 
school production of ‘The Sound of Music’



‘Whenever I have wanted 

to do something out of 

the ordinary it has always 

been set up for me.’ 

Year 12 pupil

 ‘Music facilities are 

amazing, better than in 

some universities.’ 

Year 13 pupil

Learning through di scovery

discover > learn > succeed discover > learn > succeed

We want girls to join us who will enjoy participating in our 

clubs and societies. We help girls to manage their time 

effectively so that they can complete their academic work and 

join in the extra-curricular programme. The wide range of 

clubs and societies on offer aims to cater for the diverse 

interests and talents of our girls. We are always open to new 

suggestions too!

Music, drama and physical education are subjects which can 

offer enrichment and challenge for all Northwood College 

girls. Our new Performing Arts Centre has proved a 

tremendous success with girls, teachers and parents, enabling 

music and drama to be greatly enhanced through its state of 

the art facilities.

The College has a flourishing music scene, in which all kinds of 

music are being played and developed. There are formal 

orchestras, a jazz group, string quartets, two choirs and 

various ensembles inspired by the girls themselves. Individual 

and group performances take place in regular evening and 

lunchtime recitals and at our annual House Music Festival.

Dramatic talent is encouraged through frequent performance 

opportunities, such as the annual House Drama Competition, 

the Lower School drama clubs, the Lower School play and the 

Senior School annual production. Drama is hugely popular 

throughout the school.

We believe that it is essential to encourage girls to develop a 

healthy lifestyle which will benefit them now and in the future 

and our sporting facilities are second to none. A 25m 

swimming pool, sports hall, netball and tennis courts,  

hockey pitch, sports field and fitness suite are all available to 

girls at Northwood College. Girls enjoy and are challenged by 

the myriad sporting opportunities available to them. 

Trampoline, badminton, table-tennis, health-related fitness, 

gym, dance and self-defence are just some of the sport and 

leisure opportunities offered. Teams compete regularly against 

other schools with great success.

‘There’s not enough time to 

do all the extra curricular 

activities . . . there is always 

something interesting to do.’ 
Year 8 pupil

‘Whatever you enjoy, there 

is a club for you.’ Year 7 pupil



At Northwood College we believe that every girl is 

unique and special and we want each girl to be 

able to do her best. We recognise an individual’s 

achievements, be they academic or in an  

extra-curricular field. Each girl has a contribution  

to make to our community and we applaud and 

celebrate these different contributions in a number 

of ways.  We want girls to join us who enjoy their 

academic studies, but who will participate fully in 

the extra-curricular life of the school.

Each girl should be able to develop as an individual and from 

the very start, we emphasise this. At 11+ entry every girl is 

interviewed, regardless of performance in the entrance 

examination. We hope that this gives each girl an opportunity 

to demonstrate her potential. Together with these 

assessments, all girls are invited to an activity morning giving 

them an opportunity to get to know the College and its staff.

The Staff at Northwood College are highly valued by girls, 

parents and Governors. They are well-qualified and 

experienced and the College encourages staff to take part in 

training opportunities so that their knowledge is continually 

updated. Girls benefit enormously from this commitment to 

the development of our staff.

We support each girl in all that she does. All members of staff 

take an active interest in the academic and pastoral 

development of their pupils. We feel strongly that a girl’s 

education is enhanced by a strong partnership with her 

parents. To this end, progress is monitored throughout each 

term and discussion and communication with girls and parents 

takes place at regular intervals. We encourage parents to 

contact us so that issues relating to aspects of school life can 

be dealt with quickly and effectively. At Northwood College 

we are known for the caring and supportive environment that 

we offer. Each girl is a member of a form and of a House. 

Guidance for girls and parents is available from form staff, 

heads of section, senior staff, the school nurse, counsellor and 

doctor. Senior School is divided into three sections: the Lower 

School (Years 7 – 9), Upper School (Years 10 – 11) and the 

Sixth Form.  

Through the House system there is frequent contact with older 

and younger girls and these links across the school years are 

an important part of our community at Northwood College. 

The four Houses: Briary, Buchan, Endsleigh and White 

compete in music, drama, debating, sport and for house 

points. Competition for the House Shield is fierce and loyalty 

to one’s House is strong.  

Support for each girl begins as soon as she joins Senior School. 

Our induction process includes an orienteering exercise to 

familiarise pupils, and a series of team building activities at a 

local activity centre. This allows girls the opportunity to get to 

know each other, as well as getting wet and muddy!

The secure pastoral support network which we offer to each 

girl from the point she enters the school, enables her to 

develop confidence in her own ability and helps her to take 

informed decisions. Development of self-esteem and respect 

for others, for their traditions, cultures and faiths, are essential 

to all of us. We emphasise these attributes through our 

pastoral programme and the attitudes of mutual respect which 

we display towards each other at Northwood College.

‘We would really like to 

thank all the staff for 

their wonderful teaching 

that has supported our 

daughter’s learning over 

the last five years.’  

Parent of Year 11 pupil

Developing potential to succeed
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‘House events help the years to integrate.’ Year 10 pupil

Northwood 
College girls on 

the Ski visit to 
Vermont, USA



‘With the school’s 

influence, our daughter 

has grown into a 

confident young lady with 

high expectations.  

She has secured an 

excellent university place 

and is on the right path 

to a fulfilling life.’  

Parent of Sixth Form pupil
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In Lower School, girls are encouraged to assess their abilities, 

learn how to make choices and develop skills that will help 

them to explore their ambitions and to make positive decisions 

and cope with change. In the lead up to GCSE, tutorial 

sessions, group and individual interviews with the Head of 

Careers, all help the girls to make their choice of academic 

subjects and shape their career plans.

Pupils in Senior School are encouraged to take advantage of 

work experience, work shadowing opportunities and careers 

insight courses. The annual careers convention and visiting 

speakers provide further information.

There is a well-resourced careers room available for pupils and 

parents to use and the Head of Careers is happy to meet with 

girls and parents by prior arrangement.

The school is a member of The Independent Schools Careers 

Organisation (ISCO) whose services are available to pupils 

throughout their time at Northwood College and after.

Looking  

to the future
We attach great importance to preparing pupils 

for their future careers and for higher education. 

Girls in all years in the Senior School benefit from 

specialist careers education and guidance. At 

every stage, careful thought is given to each girl’s 

subject options, higher education aspirations and 

career plans.

At 18, when girls leave Northwood College, they do so with confidence gained from their achievements, a sense of responsibility 

towards others and the skills which equip them to meet the challenges of a rapidly changing world.

We hope that this prospectus has given you a sense of what Northwood College is like and what it has to offer. We look forward 

to your visit when you will be assured of a warm and friendly welcome from girls and staff.

For details of our open events or to arrange a visit, please telephone 01923 825446.

‘I have had a memorable 14 

years at Northwood College 

and will miss it dearly.’ 
Year 13 pupil



NORTHWOOD
COLLEGE

NORTHWOOD
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INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS FROM 3 - 18 yearsINDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS FROM 3 - 18 years

Maxwell Road, Northwood 
Middlesex HA6 2YE

Tel: 01923 825446   

Fax: 01923 836526

Email: admissions@northwoodcollege.co.uk

Web: www.northwoodcollege.co.uk

‘I would have no hesitation in recommending the school to 

any parent who values their children’s overall education’  
Parent of Year 8 and Year 11 pupils

discover > learn > succeed

D
es

ig
n/

pr
od

uc
tio

n:
 P

ub
lic

ity
 P

ro
je

ct
 (

N
ew

bu
ry

) 
Lt

d.
 0

16
35

 8
17

31
1




